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The big-business nature of college sports is be-
coming increasingly apparent. Each of the four
schools with basketball teams in the 1990 "Final
Four" received $1,430,000, while the 64 invited teams
were guaranteed at least $286,000 each. On top of
this, the National Collegiate Athletic Association
(NCAA) recently signed a $1 billion basketball deal
with CBS television, ensuring that the take for in-
dividual schools will be greater in the future.
College athletes are producing this revenue with-
out remuneration other than their scholarships,
which pale in comparison to the revenue they gener-
ate. The North Carolina State situation is an in-
teresting example. The recently released coach of
that school's basketball team is reported to have
been receiving around $200,000 per year to endorse
a brand of sneakers that his players wore. Yet when
the players, who got none of the endorsement
money, sold sneakers given to them it was considered
a serious scandal.
Perhaps what is most tragic is that these players
generate the revenue, yet frequently leave school
four years later without a degree. North Carolina
State University graduates very few of its basketball
players — a situation that should get much more
publicity as a result of Senator Bill Bradley's bill that
would require colleges to publish the graduation
rates of their scholarship athletes.
The recent action by the University of Notre
Dame is further evidence of the big-business nature
of college sports. Notre Dame abandoned the Col-
lege Football Association's (CFA) television plan
and signed its own $40 million contract with NBC.
The CFA is a group of 63 schools, including many of
the football powerhouses, that bolted the NCAA's
television supervision in the early 1980s so that they
could appear on television more often and avoid
sharing their television revenue with other NCAA
schools. Apparently Notre Dame decided to further
maximize its revenue by creating its own deal. Many
of Notre Dame's critics in intercollegiate sports ar-
gue that this action is bringing serious harm to inter-
collegiate football. And it is not difficult to see that
trends such as these represent further exploitation of
athletes, a large proportion of whom are black.
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